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This morning we’re continuing our series on growing in the seasons of life by focusing on the 

Season of Living Generously.  Acts 20:35 says, “Remember the word of the Lord Jesus, for he 

himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”  How many of you believe that?  

Happiness, the Bible teaches, is based on living generously. 

 

It is very interesting what some word studies in the Bible reveal.  For example, the word believe, 

believer and believing is used 275 times.  The word pray, prayer and praying is used 371 times.  

The word love, lover and loving is used 714 times. 

 

Yet the word giving, give and giver is used 2,162 times.  Where do you think the Bible puts a lot 

of emphasis?  The Bible is really a book about giving centered in the greatest gift of all, Jesus.  

Giving is the essence of Christian living. 

 

What are the benefits, the blessings that come from being a generous person?  First of all, it 

makes me more like God.  God is a giver.  John 3:16 says, “God so loved the world that he 

gave…”  Everything you and I have is a gift from God.   In order to be like God you need to learn 

to become a giving person. 

 

The second benefit from being a generous person is that giving draws me closer to God.  The 

Bible says, “Where your treasure is your heart will be also.”  Where is your heart today?  If it is 

in your boat, a house, your clothes, your farm field, a smart phone, a vacation, your career that’s 

where your treasure is.  Every time I put God first and treasure him it helps me stay close to him. 

 

The third major benefit from being a generous person is that giving is a victory over materialism.  

My friends, there is a major lie we see on TV and in advertising these days; the message that 

happiness can be purchased; the idea that if I just get this certain thing I’ll be happy. 

 

Yet if that were true it should be obvious then that the people who have the most should be the 

happiest people of all.  Yet that is not true, is it?  It has been said that you make a living by what 

you get—you make a life by what you give away.  Every time I give it breaks the “I’ve got to 

have more” syndrome.  Giving breaks the grip of materialism. 

 

It is not wrong, of course, to enjoy nice things.  God gives us all our blessings for our enjoyment.  

Yet he does not allow us to prosper so we can simply spend it all on ourselves.  1 Timothy 6:17-

19 says, “As for those who in this present age are rich, command them to not…set their hopes on 

the uncertainty of riches…but rather on God…so they may take hold of life that is really life.” 

 



The fourth benefit from being a generous person is that giving strengthens my faith.  The truth is 

that God often uses dollars and giving to test and strengthen our faith.  In the Bible there are 

more promises regarding giving than anything else. 

 

God says you give first.  You seek my kingdom first, and all these things will be yours as well.  

We often say however, “No God, you bless me first and then I’ll give.”  You help me win the 

lottery and I’ll really bless the church.  Yet God says you first.  Why?  It is because doing that 

requires faith.  Giving tests my faith and strengthens it. 

 

The fifth benefit from being a generous person is that giving is an investment for eternity.  It has 

been said you can’t take it with you, yet you can send it on ahead.  You send it on ahead by 

investing in people who are going there; by investing in changing lives so they will know, and 

believe in Jesus, and will live in heaven.  By doing that it is an eternal investment. 

 

The sixth benefit from being a generous person is that giving blesses me in return.  It is true that I 

always get more out of giving than what I give.  Calvin Coolidge once said, “No man is ever 

honored for what he received in life; he is only honored for what he gave.”  The Bible says there 

are blessings in life when we’re generous with others. 

 

My friend, have you learned the secret that whatever you give in life you’re going to get back?  

Have you learned that when you give criticism you get back criticism?  If you give out gossip 

you’re going to get back gossip.  Yet if you, in turn, give out encouragement you will get 

encouragement back.  If you give out love and hope, you will get love and hope back.  We reap 

what we sow.  The more we give away the more blessings we get back.    

 

The seventh benefit from being a generous person is that giving makes me happy; it is the source 

of joy.  Acts 20:35 quotes the words of Jesus, “It is more blessed (there is more happiness) to 

give than to receive.”  God wants to teach you and me to be a giver because it feels good to give.  

He wants us to enjoy being a generous person.  Giving bring happiness. 

 

There are only two types of people in life—takers and givers.  The happiest people are those who 

are generous with their lives.  Jesus said it is when you give your life away that you will find it 

again.  The word miserable comes from the root word, “miser.”  The happiest people I know are 

those who are generous with their lives. 

 

Have you noticed my friends that the more our church, Messiah Lutheran, has become a giving 

church the happier our congregation has also become?  As more and more people have been 

growing in their giving and stewardship, the happier and more positive we all have become.  As 

our mission for Jesus has centered in giving Christ’s love away our ministry is filled with joy. 

 

Remember, God isn’t as concerned about the amount you give as he is about your attitude.  He 

doesn’t want your dues or you giving reluctantly out of guilt.  Rather he wants your heart.  He 

wants you to give out of a spirit of joy and happiness.  Our attitude is of utmost importance. 

 

The following are five ways to enjoy and get the most out of giving.  One is to give willingly.  In 

other words, giving is a matter of willingness not wealth.  2 Corinthians 9:7 says, “Each of you 



must give as you have made up your minds, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver.”  Give willingly. 

 

The second way to get the most out of giving is give generously.  As I have said many times I 

have often been very pleased by the generosity here at Messiah.  We have accomplished many 

goals these past few years with a variety of large gifts and smaller gifts.  We have had people 

give generous monetary gifts and people who have given a tithe on their more modest income. 

 

We have seen people give “Pay It Forward” gifts in order to support the calling of Charis to be 

Messiah’s Youth & Worship Minister—giving we now need to sustain and grow stronger in 

order to fully fund her ministry, and to possibly add more hours as she continues to grow her 

leadership, programs and ministry responsibilities. 

 

In the past few years you at Messiah gave extra money to pay off a $7,500 bank loan; you gave 

over $13,000 toward the Projection System; people and individuals gave nearly $3,000 to buy a 

new coffee maker, $2,000 for a new electronic keyboard, $1,200 for Purpose Driven Life books 

for everyone in the congregation, new microphone headsets, and the list goes on and on.  It is a 

real privilege for me to be the pastor of a generous, giving, positive church. 

 

The third way to get the most out of giving is to give joyfully.  In the New Testament time the 

people got excited when they had the offering.  In America today, even in our affluence, the 

offering is often considered the low point in a worship service.  And the stewardship program is 

often viewed as something simply to endure.  In the New Testament, however, they were joyful 

because they wanted to be like Jesus. 

 

The fourth way to get the most out of giving is give thankfully.  You know it is a privilege to live 

in America.  And with privilege comes responsibility.  Giving is an opportunity to give thanks to 

God.  It is saying, God, without you I wouldn’t be alive; I wouldn’t have my health, my family, 

my career or anything.  So every time you give you are saying, “Thank you, Lord.” 

 

The fifth way to get the most out of giving is to give expectantly.  2 Corinthians 9:6 says, “The 

one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also 

reap bountifully.”  A farmer always sows the seed in anticipation of the harvest to come.  And 

the more seeds he plants the larger the harvest. 

 

When we give, my friends, we do so anticipating the wonderful ways it will touch the lives of 

others.  We do it as an investment in changing and transforming the lives of children, youth, and 

adults; just as we are changed and transformed as we give our lives and treasures to Christ’s 

mission.  Trusting God, we give expecting great miracles of God’s love to break forth. 

 

2 Corinthians 8:5 says, “They first gave themselves to the Lord.”  Giving, my friends, means 

absolutely nothing if we don’t first give our hearts and lives to Jesus by faith.  He wants all of 

you—your time, talent and treasure.  May we say to him today, “Lord I’m yours; I love you!”  

Then we will surely give joyfully and thankfully as God calls us to give. 


